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("Extract from a Sermon on Matthew xiii. 42, “And 
shall cast them into a furnace of fire : there shall be 
watling and gnashing of teeth.” Delivered at Shrews- 
bury, Mass. on the 4th Sabbath im July, 1824. By 
Rer. Jacozn Weon. 


It is not my design, on the present occasion, to enter 
on a particular disquisition of this parable, and show 
the application and bearing of its several parts; bat 
merely to notice the retribution which it holds forth. 
Nor even in these limits shall 1 undertake to deter- 
mine whether the parable does, or does not, refer to a 
retribution beyond death. This is a point foreign to 
my present design. While Christians in general agree 
in applying the retribution here described to a future 
atate, there have not been wanting men of sagacity, 
talents, and ingenuity, who have attempted to show, 
that the entire fulfilment of this parable relates to the 
dispensations of gospel grace in this world. But with 
this we have no present concern. Our only object, 
in the present discourse, is to ascertain the nature of 
the retribution set ferth in the text. And, in doing 
this, we are perfectly willing to admit the generally 
conceived opinion of Christians, that it relates toa 
punishment beyond death. This concession is made, 
not from a full conviction that the text necessarily 
embraces this idea, but for an accommodation in the 
treatment of the subject. 

The text, therefore, will be considered, in agree- 
ment with the common opinion of Christians, as refer- 
ring to the future retribution of sinners. And the par 
ticular inquiry to which it will be reduced is, What is 
the nafure of this retribution? This seems to divide 
itself into two branches, viz.—1st. In what does it con- 
sist? and 2d. What is its design and tendency? 

1. In what does the retribution described in the text 
consist? It is designated by a furrece of fire, and 
wailing and gnashing of teeth. It is very common, in 
the scriptures, to represent the punishment of the wick- 
ed to be by fire, fire and brimstoné, &c, But I believe 
it is a point almost universally conceded in Christen- 
dom, that these representations are figurative, only 
designed to convey an idea ofits acuteness and severi- 
ty. The opinion of the most learned and reflecting 
Christians is, that future misery will be the same in 
find as that which the sinner frequently experiences 
‘ere, viz. a poignant conviction for past transgression, 
a distress, remorse, horror, or agony of conscience.— 
This is hell, whether it be endured in this world or 
another. [I am sensible, however, that there may be 
some uninformed persons, who superstitiously imagine 
that bell, or punishment in a future state, is altogether 
different from what sinners experience here, and that 
it consists literally iu ‘fire and brimstone.” ButI can 
assure them, that this notion is as wide from the opin- 
ion of their religious instructors ip general, as it is from 
the evident sense of the scriptures. There is no wri- 
ter of reputaticn, at the present day, (except those 
who advocate the doctrine of annihilation) who would 
expose himself so much, as to express an opinion in fa- 
vor of the literality of future punishment, as consisting 
in fire and brimstone. This notion, though it might 
have been entertained by the vulgar, in the dark ages 
of the church, is now almost universally renounced by 
all classes and denominations of Christians. I men- 


tion this circumstance, that I may be acquitted of nov- 
elty in the expression of my view on the subject, and 
‘also to correct a superstitious impreseion which still 
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appears to lay on some people’s minds. Although, 
when closely inquired of concerning their view of hell, 
or future punishment, they will describe it in the same 
manner that we have before, that it is a mental thing, 
consisting in the horror or distress of conscience ; still, 
when hell is spoken of, their minds are encumbered 
with the superstitious notion of its location and literal- 
ity; and they fancy it to bea place altogether out of 
all temporal analogy, and ‘under the government of 
laws which are totally different from any thing we are 
acquainted with here. Let these unauthorized and 
superstitious notions be wholly banished from the mind ; 
and whenever we think of the guilty, unreconciled 
sinner, remember that there is heil ; its location is 
within his own breast, and the sling of conscience is 
the fire, — 

*t Wailing and gnashing of teeth” is another figura- 
tive expression, to denote the severe compunctions of 
conscience. Such is the strong figurative style of the 
sacred writers in setting forth the severe punishment 
of transgressors ; which few men of sense and under- 
standing will contend to be understood literally. 

This subject is so well understood and conceded on 
all hands, it is unnecessary to extend our remarks.— 
We proceed to inquire, 

2. What is the desigu and tendency of this punish- 
ment ? 

Those who advocate the doctrine of endless misery, 
maintain, that future punistiuent is inflicted on a dif- 
ferent principle from témporal punishments. They 
acknowledge that present punishments inflicted by 
God on the disobedient, are disciplinary, the salutary 
means to correct and reform the vicious. But future 
punishment will be inflicted on a different principle, 
which is merely vindictive, to avenge his injured jus- 
tice, and maintain the honor of his authority and gov- 
ernment. And if they speak at all of its salutary ten- 
dency, it is not for the least benefit to the sufferer, but 
to augment the happiness of the saints in heaven, and 
be an example against their ever sinning again. 

The opinion which we maintain, is essentially differ- 
evt fromthis. We believe that all punishment inflict- 
ed by the Deity upon the disobedient, whether in this 
state of existence or another, is disciplinary, the saluta- 
ry means of grace to humble, subdue, and reclaim the 
transgressor. 

Without wishing you to decide which opinion is the 
most rational and correct, I will briefly submit to you 
some of the reasons which we have to offer against the 
one, and in faror of the other, and leave the conclu- 
sion to your own mature and candid judgments. 

The firs€ opinion, you will bear in mind,supposes an 
essential change in the nature and design of punish- 
ment from the present to a future state of existence ; 
that present punishment is salutary to the sinner; or, 
at least, this is the intent of it by the merciful Gover- 
nor ofthe universe. But future punishment is inflicted 
on an entire different principle, which is solely vindic- 
tive, and not designed for the good of the actual suf- 
feret. Now, against this hypothesis we reason as fol- 
lows :— 

1. We do not believe that such an essential change 
in the nature and design of punishment will ever take 


> 


place under the divine government, because it is no 


where expressed or implied in the scriptures. It is 


never signified in any form whatever by the sacred 
writers, that punishment in a future state will be in- 


 ficted with a different object from what it is here. If 


I am sight in the statement, (and if 1am not, any per- 
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son will set me right) then it follows, that the notion 
which is so generally embraced, and which is spoken 
of with so much confidence, that future buffering is 
vindictive,and not salutary, is certainly unauthorized by 
the scriptures. And to confirm the truth of this obser- 
vation, I call upon all critically to search the scriptures 
with this point in view, and see if a single intimation 
can be found in the whole sacred canon, that punish- 
ment ig a future state will be inflicted with a different 
design from that in the present world. If no such tes- 
timony can be found, then be honest in confessing that 
the common opinion on this subject is unauthorised by 
the bible. 
2. We do not believe in this hypothesis, because it 
impeaches the perfection of the Deity, by supposing 
him to essentially alter the principles of his moral gov- 
ernment. ‘This will appear obvinus from a familiar 
example. Suppose a father of a family, in the early 
part of life, should be very mild and compassionate in 
the government of his children, aud vever should aim 
to inflict the slightest degree of correction upon any 
one of them, but with an ardent concern and desire for 
his good, to correct and amend his fature life. But, at 
anethey period of life, from some cause or other, he 
should become austere, morose, and inflexible, and 
should put off all tender solicitude for the welfare and 
happiness of his children, except for one or two favor- 
ites, and should take delight in tormenting them for 
every act of disobedience, not in the least seeking their 
good by it, but merely on the pretext, that he would 
vindicate his justice and authority! I appeal to the 
good sense of every person, especially parents, if there 
be not an essential change in this man’s parental gov- 
ernment? No less, but infinitely more so, does the hy- 
pothesis under sonsideration suppose the principles of 
the divine government to be changed, in passing from 
this state of existence to the future. And that any 
real change of principle, either in the Deity himself, or 
in his government, should ever take place, is a position 
repugnant to reason and scriptare, and pregnant with 
the most absurd and alarming consequences, We 
cannot, therefore, for the honor of God, and the safety 
and interest of mankind, believe that the principle of 
inflicting punshment will be changed in a future state 
from the present. 

3. We cannot admit the principle on which this 
opinion supposes future suffering to be inflicted, be- 
cause it is directly contrary to that which the scrip- 
tures have laid bown as a general principle of the di- 
vine coyduct in chastising his creatures. Thus the 
prophet Jeremiah says, ‘‘ For the Lord will not cast 
eff forever: but though he cause grief, yet will he 
have compassion according to the multitude of his nier- 
cies. For he doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men.”’ (Lam. iii, 31, 32,35.) This pas- 
sage imports, Ist, that the Almighty does cast of 
or afflict his creatares, though it is not final and hope- 
less; and, 2d, that he afflicts, not for the sake of (or- 
menting, but for their good-—*‘ he will have compas- 
sion according to the multitude of his mercies.” ‘This 
is declared to be the principle on which the benevolent 
Deity infficts chastisement on his creatures; and that 
it is a general principle, applyiug to mankind in com- 
mon, is signified by the general phrase * children of 
men.’ That doctrine, therefore, which represente 
that, in a future state, he will torment his creatures to 
endless duration, without intending them any good, or 
shewing them any‘ mercy, is directly contrary to the 





principle here laid dewn by the prophet. 
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I could easily multiply reasons to show the absurdi- 
ty of supposing that the Almighty will inflict suffering 
in a future state with a different design from the pre- 
sent ; but when we have shown the position to be un- 
authorised by scripture, and an impeachment on the 
divine character and government, further labor seems 
unuecessary. 

As to that horrid principle of inhumanity, which this 
coctrine holds forth, that the pure abodes of eternal 


felicity are filled with immortal cruelty and worse | 


than savage barbarity, that even the saints in glory 
can look with complaceucy and delight on the dismal 
pit of unspeakable misery, and exult and rejoice over 
the groans of the damned, even their own dearest 
friends and relatives; as to this chimera, I say, (the 
spirit of which hell itself could not produce a worse) it 
is too glaring to need refutation, and which no man of 
common sensibility can assert without recoiling witha 
binsh. 

Nor scarcely less absurd does it appear, that the 
spirits of the just made perfect, those who are confirm- 
ed in immortal light, holiness, and felicity, should re- 


quire an eternal prospect of sin and misery to prevent | 


them from rebelling against the authority of heaven, 
and falling again into sin! Itisa needless waste of 


time to argue against such extravagant and wild sup- | 


positions ; suppositions which disgrace the human mind, 
and render heaven itself the residence of cruelty and 
imperfection. 

The hypothesis which we have stated as our own, 
and which shall now receive some attention, is simply 
this—that all punishment inflicted by the benevolent 


Deity upon the disobedient, in this or a future state of 


existence, is salu/ary, designed for the good of the suf- 
ferer. 


Among a vast number of other considerations, we 
offer the following reasons to support this opinion :— 

1. It will be readily granted, that the divine law 
is the voice of justice. 


passionate than any earthly father, and therefore never 
will inflict any punishment on his d’sobedient children, 
but with a motive worthy of a Father, to humble and 
reclaim them, 

3. In every instance in the scriptures, where the 
design of punishment is particularly expressed, it is 
evidently salutary, for the good of the sufferer. by 
this remark I mean, not that in every instance where 
punishment is threatened, or said to be executed, it is 
avowed to be for this object; but in every instance 
where the object is explicitly announced, it is said to 
be for the reformation or benefit of the sufferer. This 
is forcibly conveyed in the 26th chapter of Leviticus, 
| where the Almighty solemnly declared to the children 
of Israel that, if they despised and disobeyed his stat- 
utes, he would punish them, and continue to increase 
it seven fold, until they should accept of it and return 
to the Lord. 
dently to produce reformation. The same sentiment 
is expressed in the following passage :—‘‘ If ye endure 
chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for 
what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But 





if ye be without chastisement, whereof AL1 are partak- 
ers, then are ye bastards, and notsons. Furthermore, 
we have had fathers of our flesh, which corrected us, 
and we gave them reverence; shall we not much 
| rather be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live ? 
For they verily for a few days chastened us after their 
own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be 
partakers of his holiness. Now no chastening for the 
present secmeth to be joyous, but grievous; neverthe- 
less, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righ- 
teousness.”> Heb. xii. 7--11. It is clear from this, 
|that all divine judgments, afflictions, and punishments, 
| have for their benevolent end the good of the sufferer. 


| And I dispute that a single instance can be produced 


' *. . . . . . . 
jin the whole bible, where the design of divine judg- 


| ments is explicitly avowed, where it is asserted, not to 





are humbled, subdued, and purified from ini 


Here the object of punishment was evi- | 


This law requires all men to! include this object. “The argument, therefore, is this 


love God and their neighbour. This law extends to —that in every instance where the design of divine af-. 


the unreconciled sinner as well as the saint. Ifa per- flictions, judgments, or punishmeuts is explicitly an- 
son be a sinner, it requires him to reform and become , nounced, they are salutary; and as there are no in- 
obedient. This is the demand of jusiicr. Now, is it stances which assert the contrary object, to the exclu- 
possible that the same principle which requires uni- | sion of this, it is logical conclusion, that the same ob- 
versal obedience, should inflict a punishment which | ject is embraced in erery instance, though not expres- 
is totally subversive of this end? If justice demand sed. I think that this argument defies evasion. 


the sinner toreform and be obedient, it certaiuiy can- 
1.ot require or adopt any measures which are inconsis- 
tent with this grand object. Itis evidext, therefore, 
that divine justice can inflict no punishment upon tie 
disobedient, only that which is designed io bring 


them to obedience. | Hence justice requires a salutary | 


punishment. 

2. The relation which the Deity bears to ali his 
creatures, forcibly inculcates the idea that aJl his judg- 
ments are administered in mercy, for the good of those 
who suffer. He has acknowledged ali mankind to be his 


offspring, and required all to address him as their. 


Father. And our Saviour has given us authority to 
believe that he is infinitely more merciful to his crea- 
tures than any human parent is to hischildren. From 
this we may fairly infer, that, as every good parent 
corrects his children for their benefit, to amend aud 
reform them, it is evident the Deity is governed by the 
same kind and generous motive. We should consider 
that parent as cruel and wicked in the extreme, who 
should punish a child, however disobedieut he might 
luave been, as long as he had power over him,and with- 
out any intention to do the child the least possible good 
by it. And can we suppose that our heavenly Father 
will do thus to his offspring; yea infinitely more cruel, 
by continuing them in misery to endlessages? Every 
candid mind must at once perceive, that such a suppo- 
sition would not only divest the Almighty of the char- 
acter and heart of a Futher, but represent him as a ty- 
tant aod monster. But we are sure, from the charac- 
‘er which he has given of himself, and confirmed by 
- sus Christ, that he is much more merciful and com- 


{ 4: Our text furnishes proof to the present purpose. 
|The wicked shall be cast into a ** furnace of fire.’ 
| It is well known that fire is used as a purifying ele- 
‘ment, to <eparate substances one from another, to de- 
tach the dross from pure metals. Thus, the prophet 
Malachi, speaking of the office of the Messiah, says, 
** bor he is like a rejiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap. 
And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; and 
he shali purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold 


'and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offer- 
} 


ing in righteousness.”? Mal. iii. 2, 3. 

‘This remark is applicable to the idea of a furnace, 
{ ° . ° . 
| which is used for the purpoze of melting, subduing, 
' 
‘ 
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inighty said to the people of Israel—** As they gather 
silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and tin, in the 
midst of tue furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt 
it, sowill | gather you in mine anger and in my fury; 
and [ will ieave you there and melt you. Yea, I will 
gather you and blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, 
and ye shall be melted in the midst thereof. As sil- 
ver is melted iv the midst ef the furnace, so shall ye 
be melted in the miust thereof; and ye shall know 
that } the Lord have poured out my fury upon you.” 
** For my name’s sake | will defer mine anger, and for 
my praise will | reirain for thee, that I cut thee not 
off. Behold, | have refined thee, but not with silver: 
| have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.» Eze- 
kiel xxii. 20--22, compared with Isa. xlviii. 9, 10. 
We here see the figurative or spiritual signification 
of a furnace,which is,that as metals are melted and pu- 





rified from djoss iu a literal furuace, so the disobedient 








/ the jurnace of God’s judgments, or ea sena” b 
| 18, therefore, a happy consideration in favor of a sal. 
tary, disciplinary punishment, that the Punishment of 
the wicked is represented in our text, and various oths 
er portions of sacred writ, to be by fire, furnace of fire 
&c. (1 Cor. iii. 11—14,) for no figare could more strong. 
| ly indicate its salutary design and tendency, 
| I could easily enlarge on this subject, by pointing 
out the obvious injustice and cruelty of an endless pun- 
jishment, and showing the compatibility of a limited 
disciplinary one with the perfections of the Deity.— 
But it is believed, that what has been already advane- 
ed, is sufficient for the purpose. It is abundantly evi. 
dent, that all afflictions, judgments, aud punishments 
which come from the divine hand, whether in this state 
of existence or a future, have for their wise and ben- 
evolent object, the reformation and improvement of 
the sufferers. Any other design than this would be 
unworthy of the character of Him whose name is love, 
who is the ‘* Father of the spirits of all flesh” and of 
‘all mercies,” and who has assured us, that “ in the 
midst of wrath he remembers mercy,” and that “‘mer- 
cy rejoiceth against judgment.” 
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“6 Cease to do evil, learn to do well.”—ISAtan. 





That we may consider this divine injunction ina 
| way to profit by complying with its requirements, sey- 
| eral things must be carefully examined aud duly 
| weighed. 


Ist. Does this portion of the divine word aliow that 
| we are, in our nature, evil? aud that we are so entire- 
ly evil that we cannot think a good thought, exercise 
one good desire, or perform a good action? No; for if 
this were our condition it would be useless to con- 
And it is worthy of remark, that the 
| text does not require us to cease from being evil in our 
And this re- 
mark suggests that we are good in nature, and that we 


mand us at all, 
natural constitution, but from dog evil. 


ought to be so in our practice, that our conduct and 
moral constitution may harmonize. 

2d. This passage does not seem to favor the opinion, 
which has been long maintained, by our doctors, that 
our sins are infinite, deserve an infinite punishment, 
and that it is not in our power to discontinue to prac- 
tice them; for if we cannot cease from sin, why should 
we be commanded to do it? And if our sinus deserve 
an infinite punishment how are we in any danger of 
involving ourselves in a worse condemnation by con- 
tinuing in the practice of evil? 

3d. It is proper to inquire for a rule by which we 
j can both determine what is evil, and what is its meas 
ure and weight. To settle this question it seems pro- 
| per that we endeavor to keep within the bounds of ha- 
man capacity, and not to allow our subject to advance 
to infinity, while our understanding is only finite. We 
must measure evil by its contrast; and then the rue 





and purifying metals fora better use. Thus the Al-| which determines what evil is, and what is its due 


admeasurement, will also show us what good is, and 
will determine its extent. The rule which we want 
to find is as simple as its use is to us valuable. That 
which is injurious to ourselves is evil, and that only 5 
and that which is good to ourselves is good, and that 
only. If to this rule it be objected, that it is narrow, 
selfish and contracted, the reply is, it is vo more $0 
than perfectly to agree with our constitution, which ” 
our sphere of enjoyment ; and as this constitution 18 
the work of God, any rule of conduct which is found to 
harmonize with it must receive his approbation. The 


mover of the above objection will discover its impfo~ 
priety the moment he discovers the fact, tha 
duct of ours can be good for ourselves,if it has ao evil, 
injurious effect on our fellow beings ; and this he will 
be led to understand as soon as he shall have duly 
studied the relations and dependencies which exist sn 


t no con- 





society. 
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Agreeably to the rule which we have accepted, let 
us try some particular cases, liow, for instance, can 
ap individual so well prepare himself to be useful to 
society and to mankind at large, as by abstaining from 
every thing which is injurious to himself, and by prac- 
tising every thing by which he can contribute to his 
own health and enjoyment ? I will here acknowledge 
that my moral calculations are erroneous if this rule is 


not good. ; 
4th, As the command is, first to cease to do evil, 


and secondly to learn to do well, we must apply our 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
EXTRACT FROM A LETTER. 


I have sometimes heard people excuse themselves 
for not writing to their friends on the ground that they 
| had no subject to write upon. But, blessed be God, | 
| have not that excusetoplead. The wisdom, unlimit- 
jed goodness, and impartial love of our Father in heay- 
jen; together with the glorious promises of the final 
‘reconciliation and eternal happiness of the human fam- 





rule to our subject, and then it becomes the duty of ily, keep me constantly furnished with the most pleas- 


each one to examine into his own conduct to ascertain 
wherein it is injurious to himself; and whatever he 
finds to be of this description let him set a mark upon 
it to designate it as an item to be discontinued. If it 
be asked, why we might not arrive at our desired 
point as well if we should, in examining our condact, 
endeavor to ascertain what is injurious to society, the 
reply is, we can see things which are near us, better 
than when they are removed at a distance, though 
they retain their shape and are the same in substauce. 
It is allowed that it would be just as agreeable to our 
rule to inquire what is injurious to society, as to in- 
quire what is injurious to ourselves, but it is best to 
learn easy lessons first; and as we can more easily 
comprehend what consequences ‘ve ourselves are like- 
ly to derive from our habits, than how society may be 
affected by them, it is better to begin at home. 

That this most necessary work may be undertaken 
in a way which may promise success, let reason be set 
at work, and superstition be set aside. Superstition is 
in the habit of crying out with a fearful forbidding 
voice, and setting things in such confusion that the 
miaud can dis‘inguish nothing, uor tell one thing fram 
another. When this happens, the deluded fanatic 
will view himself such a frightful siumer, and under the 
weizht of such vengeance as to forbid the thought of re- 
formation, and all that is looked for is everlasting pun- 
ishasent ou the one hand, or pardon on the other, while 
tu cease fu do evilis out of the question. But allowing 
reason to operate in the case, then we shall ask our- 
selves what our habits are which are injurious ta our- 
selves, how many there are of them, and how we can 
manage so as to discontinue them. It is true that we 
are in danger from underating our enemy ; for if we 
do this we shall be liable to a defeat for the want of 
exertiug all our own strength and means; but the 
danger would be quite as great, and the consequences 
as futal should we so far too highly estimate our foe as 
to dishearten ourselves and induce a surrender with- 
out an effort. Whoever will set himself seriously at 
work in this undertaking, will find ample means to cir- 
cumvent every adversary and to prostrate every foe. 
Nor will he find, either their number or strength at all 
iuconvenient when prayerful resolution is brought to 
confrost them, and a fixed determination never to 
Yield to their power possesses the mind. 

Lastly, ‘* Learn to do well.” 
learned apy thing it is easy, it then becomes natural. 
This is the case with good habits. When once we es- 
tablish them, theyeare friendly to us, are easy and 
pleasant, they render us happy, and are the means by 


which we are blessings to society and friends to our 
Creator. H. B. 





Just Recived and fur Sale al this Office, price 25 cents, 
‘The American pronouncing SPELLING BOOK ; or 
sure guide to the true pronunciation of the English 
Language ; in which is exhibited a pew and perfect 
Alphabet, by which the true and accurate pronupcia~ 
tion of every word is shown; and which, should it ever 
be adopted for the orthography of the language itself, 
by throwing out all silent or superfluous letters, will 
abridge the lauguage about one sixth part; and, be- 
sides being a great saving in the expense of books and 
printing of every descripiion, will require but ert 
more than a perfect knowledge of the alphabet, to rea 
and pronounce the language correctly in every parti- 
cular, and to spell any word on hearmg it accurately 


When we have! 


| ing subjects for contemplation, conversation.and writ 

ing that my capacity can enjoy. Yes, dear brother, 
here isa field, in which we may take an intellectual 
walk, and pluck the fruit of heavenly love, ever fresh, 
and sufficiently abundant to satisfy the most expansive 
benevolence—to fill all hearts with love to God, and 
every mouth with praise. Think for one moment of 
the extent and strength of God’s love. °Tis not con- 
fined to any nation, tribe, color or sect of mankind, nor 
to any particular order of beings ; but it is impartial 
and universal, extending even to the meanest insect in 
creation. It is so strong that no power, creature, nor 
any other thing ean separate us from it. These re- 
flections bring to my mind a subject upon which I must 
be indulged in a few remarks. 

There are many people, and many learned and re- 
spectable preachers too, who represent mankind as in 
danger of some great and irreparable injury from God, 
but pretend that they themselves possess such an ar- 
dent, unquenchable love for immortal souls that they 
are willing to perform any labor, or make any sacri- 
fices to rescue them from danger: Yes, they go so far 
as to say, that if it were in their power, they would 
wash every child of Adam from natural aud moral pel- 
,tution, and bless the human race with perfect and 
eternal happines. Now, brother H. do just look at 

These people ,represent God to be 


this a moment. 
j}awfully incensed and disposed to doom millions of his 
rational offspring to endless woe, but themselves to be 
jfuil of compassion and love, ready to exert their every 
‘power for man’s salvation! Now, I ask; where did 
they get all this love for mankind, and desire to do 
them good, they pretend to possess? Did it originate 
in themselves? No, for they have nothing but what 
they have received. Did it come from the devil? No, 
for they themselves contend that he is entirely oppos- 
ed to every thing good—the author of all evil—man’s 
|worst enemy. It appears certain then, that they re- 
iceived it from God. But could the Almighty give 
| them more love for mankind than he himself possessed ? 
| Can the drop be heavier than the cloud? or the stream 
larger than the fountain? Certainly not. Then it 
follows of necessity, Ist. That those men who repre- 
sent their disposition toward the human race to be in- 
finitely better than God’s, are greatly deceived and 
mistaken; or they are guilty of hypocrisy, in profes- 
sing more love than they possess: 2d. The more affec- 
,tiou they profess for mankind, the greater love they 
thereby allow God to possess. If, therefore, their 
love for the human family is so great that all would be 
saved did they not lack the necessary power ; the eter- 
nal salvation of all men is secured, for God’s love is 
greater than their’s, and they themselves allow him 
the power of which they are deficient. 

Now these men do not inteud to encourage, in the 
least possible degree, the hape of universal salvation ; 
yet, if their pretensions are sincere, do they not tacitly 
allow, aud even contend for the truth of that doctrine ? 
However, let us uot charge this to them asa sin, for 
they certainly do it ignorantly and in unbelief; but 
let us thank the wise Governor of all] things that the 
doctrive of endless sin, and misery is proved false by 








its own advocates. and that the divine truth of impar- 
tial love aud salvation is exhibited through the zeal 


and ignorance of its enemies. 
0 








pronounced. By ABNER KNKELAND, author of the 


American Definition Spelling Book.” 


‘6 Abstain from all appearance of evi.”—Pavu, 
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A DIALOGUE, 
BETWEEN A UNIVERSALIST AND HIS OPPONENT, Who 
BELIEVED IN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


Opponent. My Friend, I have a desire to talk with 
you on the subject of your soul’s eternal welfare. You 
do not seem to be sensible of your great danger. You 
are under the wrath and curse of God, and liable to 
the pains of hell forever. Il have great and constant 
concern for you. 

Universalist, Ithank you for your expressions of 
solicitude. If I believed as you do, I should have as 
as much concern for you, for I should see no fairer pros- 
pect of your salvation than my own. And I have of- 
ten wondered that you never think if your doctrine be 
true, that you are in as great danger as others. But 
you are perfectly unconcerned on your own account ; 
even when you denounce the punishment of eternal 
misery on sinners, you are not in the least alarmed for 
yourself. 

Oppon. It is true that I feel easy with respect to 
myself; but when | see thousands going headlong to 
eternal destruction, how can I hold my peace? | trust 
that I have made my peace with God, and | will there- 
fore, spend my future days in warning sinners to flee 
from the wrath to come. 

Univ. Tell me, if you please, who you suppose are 
liable to this dreadful punishment. 

Oppon. Who? Why sinners, to besure ; those who 
do not love God, hypocrites, and such like. Jesus 
said, ** woe unto yau, scribes and pharisees, hypocrites! 
how can ye escape the damnation of hell ?” 

Univ. Now it is strange you cannot see, that if such 
people are to be eternally miserable, those who be- 
lieve in the doctrine of eternal puvishment are in just 
as great danger as others. As you have denounced 
such a punishment on the man who does such thivgs, 
I will say to you, as Nathau said to David, ** Thou art 
the man.” 

Oppon. What do you mean? 

Univ. I mean what | say; that if such men are to 
be eternally miserable, you are more than in danger ; 
you must suffer this punishment. And I will convince 
you ofit. Are you not a sinner? 

Oppon. Why I—lI hope, | trust— 

Univ. Now I do not wish you to equivocate, and 
therefore will not press you for an answer, but will pro- 
ceed to shew you that you are. You pray to God to 
forgive you your sins. Why should you dothis, if you 
are nota sinner? And when you was at a conference 
meeting the other evening, you said that you was the 
most unworthy worm of the dust. Your soul rejoiced 
to think that God was so good to one so vile. Ifhe 
bad been strict to mark iniquity against you, your lot 
had been as Sodom, and like unto Gomorrah. 

Oppon. Yes; but, as 1 was going to eay, I trust that 
I have repented. 

Univ. | know you do. But all this which ] have 
mentioned has taken place since you repented. Now 
if you thought you was nota sinner, you told a most 
| dreadfal falsehood at the conference, besides being 
guilty of hypocrisy. And if, as you say, you bad re- 
pented, and !earned your master’s will, you are more 
deserving of punishment than many other sinners: for 





he that kuoweth his Master’s will aud doeth it not, 
shall be beaten with many stripes. 

You mentioned some particular kinds of sinners, 
|those who do not love God, and‘bypocrites. You 
thought that the man who is guilty of these sins is iu 
great danger of eternal woe. Now you do not love 


God. And I say unto you again, thou art the man. 
* * 7 * + * 7 * . 


Univ. You need not stare at me 90 wildly, for it is a 
solemn fact; and 1 could make you acknowledge it, 
if you were a candid man. A man who loves God, 
}will love to serve him. But you declared the other 
evening, aud. repeated it most emphatically, that \ 
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you believed there was no hell, you would sin forever. 
And you even particularized what you would do. You 
said you would lie, swear, cheat, steal, get drunk, and 
that was not the worst. If you wassincere, this shews 
us what you wish to do. And yet you profess to love 
God. Now you certainly tell a falsehood about one 
thing or the other. For Jesus said, ‘ [fa man love 
me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him.”—(John xiv. 23.) Did the blessed Jesus 
ever tell men to lie, swear, cheat, steal, or get drunk ? 
Or do you suppose he would come and abide with you, 
in lying, swearing, cheating, stealing or getting drunk? 
It is plain that you do not love God, if what you say 
be true. No wonder that you groan, my friend, | 
should if | were in your situation. But let us now look 
for hypocrites. You intimated that a man guilty of 
hypocrisy could not escape eternal punishment ; and! 
say unto you again, ** Thouarttheman.” If you will 
attend to me, I will shew ittoyou. What first induc- 
ed you to seek an interest in Christ? 

Oppon. J do not feel it my duty to talk with you.— 
But I will answer that question because it brings to 
mind the time when | experienced religion. I was 
somehow made sensible of my dangerous situation by 
nature. I saw my sins like mountains before me, and 
hell gaping beneath. I shuddered. 

Univ. Very well. Will you please to go on with 
your experience ? 

Oppon. O yes, [had a realizing sense of my own 
great wickedness. I saw that God would be just to 
cast me off forever. What could I do? I resigned 
myself to him, willing, like Paul, if it was for his glo- 
ry, to be accarsed from Christ, and cast away forever. 
Soon a ray of light darted into my poor soul; and 
ever since, | would not have exchanged situations 
with any living creature. 

Univ. Now do you notsee that you were a hypocrite. 
You here tell us that you were in the most dreadful 
fear of hell, and then,in the next breath, that you were 
perfectly willing tobe damned. How cana man be 
perfectly willing to suffer that which he is in dreadful 
fear of? And this is not all yourhypocrisy. Your ap- 
parent solemnity and disfigurement of face is hypocrit- 
ical. If these things were real, if they had become a 
habit with you, you would have them all the time.— 
But this is not the case. You use them just as people 
do their best clothes ; put them on on sabbath morning, 
and take them off at night, not to resume them again 
until the next sabbath, unless there should be some 
service to attend during the week, in which case, on 
they go again. This isan old practice among the hyp- 
ocrites: for as long ago as our Saviour’s time, they 





getting property in an hovest way, nor for keeping it, 
but for telling such an abominable falsehood as you do, 
when you say you do not care avy thing about it. I 
might persue this subject to much greater length if it 
were necessary, but I forbear. 1 would advise you to 
be more careful in future how you threaten sinners 
with eternal punishment. Would to Ged that when- 
ever you get very zealous in warning sinners to flee 
from eternal perdition, some Nathan might be near 
you to whisper, ** ¢how art the man.” And, my dear 
friend, I pray you to consider most seriously whether 
that worship can be acceptable to the searcher of 
hearts which bears the marks of such great insincerity. 
Dr. Watts has very justly said,— 


‘¢ Nothing but truth before his throne, 
With honor can appear, 

The painted hypocrites are known, 
Through the disguise they wear. 


Their lifted eyes salute the skieg 
Their bending knees the ground, 
But God abhors the sacrifice, 


Where not the heart is found.”’ 
RICHARDS. 
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ODE TO SPRING. 


Beneath tbe leafless oak | stood, 

And listened to the moaning blast ; 
The roaring of the distant flood, 

Told of the storm that now was past. 


When from the south advancing slow, 
A form of beauty caught my eye, 

] saw her tears in torrents flow, 
And from her lips burst many a sigh. 


Twas Sprinc—she view'd with shrinking fear 
The frozen stream, the barren plain, 

The joyless valé, and forest drear, 
Press’d beneath the Tyrant's reign. 


And oft she stopt and look’d bebind, 
With wishful eye to southern fields ; 
Where vines are round the green oak twin’d 
And every grove its music yields. 


But fate’s commands must all obey, 
And still advanc’d the weeping fair, 

While every sigh that fore’d its way, 
Pour’d heavenly fragrance on the air. 


And soon she notic’d with surprize, 
That whereso’er her tear drops fell, 
Straightway the sweetest flowers would rise, 
And bloom as though by magic spell. 





wore asad countenance, and disfigured their faces to 
be seen of men. Your prayers also are evidences of 
your hypocrisy. I recently heard of a remarkable in- 
stance of this. At the dinner table, when you said 


Pieas’d with the sight she raised her eyes, 
That long were fix’d upon the ground, 
No tempest foul deform’d the skies, 
But peace and beauty smil’d around! 





grace, you thanked the Lord for setting before you so 
many rich blessings,all of which you said you were ut- 
terly unworthy of. You had not been seated more 
than a minute before you began to find fault about the 
way in which it was poked, and then very soon with 
the food itself, and you declared that if you lived un- 
til the next day, you would have something better for 
dinner. Is not your religious service before meals 
rank hypocrisy? I thought you was hypocritical on 
that evening I have before mentioned, when you told 
of your utter unworthiness and great sinfulness. I did 
not believe you meant what you said. And I have 
now been furnished with a proof of it. For when I in- 
timated a few minutesjago that you were a sinner, you 
could not conceive what I did mean by it. And yet 
this practice of crying yourself down is very common 
with you. So whenever! have heard you say, that 
you de not care about the things of this world, I have 
thought it an evidence of hypocrisy. ‘ Who is more 
greedy for property than you? Who more than you 


The frozen stream, the barren plain, 
The joyless vale, the forest drear, 
Had lost the gloom of Winter’s reign. 

And left the renovated year. 


With soft delight the change she view’d, 

And heard sweet warblers sing their loves ; 
Tripping the dew her course pursu’d, 

And bounded light through vales and groves. 
Nor knew herself to be the power, 

That cloath’d with joy each hill and dale, 
Gave health and sweetness to the hour, 

And all its fragrance to the gale. 
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gtinds the face of the poor? I do not blame you for 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAzing, 
SELF RESPECT, 


Among honorable, high minded men a sentiment 
and feeling prevail, which, to the great dishonor of re- 
ligionists are but little regarded by the latter, | mean 
selfrespect. Religion out of the question, a gentleman 
of truly dignified feelings and a proper respect for him- 
self, will enjoy his well chastened pride even to ite 
gratification, in acknowledging that he has been in an 
error, when he is fully convinced of the fact. But thig 
is far from the conduct of religious bigots, They may 
be refuted again aad again, truth may be flashed in 
their eyes, their arguments may all be fairly overcome 
and they silenced, but no concession can be obtained, 
no acknowledgement made. 

Out ofa multitude ef cases 1 will mention one. The 
judgment represented in the last paragraph of Mat, 
xxv. has been, for a long time applied toa future state 
of existence, and to maintain the doctrine of endless 
punishment. The christian clergy have, no doubt in 
times past honestly believed in what they endeavored 
to support by this portion of holy writ. But that doc- 
trine has not only been clearly disproved by the clear- 
est light of divine revelation, but this judgment treat- 
ed of in the 25th of Matthew, has been proved to have 
had its accomplishment in the generation of those to 
whom it was spoken. There has been a long and 
thorough debate on the above passage, and it has ter- 
minated in the entire disproof of the old opinion, and 
in the defeat of those who have, with much zeal, en- 
deavored to maintain it; and they have manifested 
their conviction by their silence, and by that only.— 
They have not that respect for themselves which would 
include them to ackvowledge and renounce their error. 
{ realize that it may be said in extenuation of their 
veglect, that if an acknowledgment respecting this 
one passage would discharge the whole demand that 
lies against them in the same concern, they would be 
willing to make it, but that the case is widely differ- 
ent, and that they very well know that if they yield 
thie passage,it is but the giving up of the alpha of their 
alphabet by which the doctrine of endless pun- 
ishment has been supported, and that if the alpha 
goes, the whole to the omega is Jost ! H. B. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
A POPULAR ERROR DETECTED. 


Perhaps no one proposition has ever been more in- 
sisted on than that unbelief is asin so heinous in the sight 
of God, that the sentence of everlasting damnation on 
the offender is most reasonable. and that in the execu- 
tion of it there is nothing offensive to the mild and gen 
tle spirit of the gospel of Christ. Faith in the gospel 
is considered of such infinite value, that it ensures its 
possessor of heaven aud everlasting happiness. though 
guilty of foul crimes not a few ; while unbelief is sup” 
posed to be of such a damning character, that a life of 
the most unexceptionable moralg can have no claims 
to favor if connected with it. 

There are many considerations which if duly re- 
garded would render the doctrine above stated very 
doubtful indeed ; but there seems to bea shorter way 
of disproving it, which we find exhibited in 1 Tim. + 
13, thus; ‘** Who was before a blasphemer, 5 
persecutor. aud injurious; but T obtained mercy at 
cause I did it ignorantly and in unbelief.” ener: 
to this testimony of St. Paul, ignorance and unbelie 
far from cutting him off from favor, seemed to recom 
mend the blasphemer to the mercy of God. 

If it be asked, in relation to this subject, what bene 
fit there is in believing, if the unbeliever oan atl 
mercy ; the answer suggests that true faith will ~ 
vent the crimes which the divine favor forgives ; 
after Paul had obtained mercy, he was 00 rs. 





cents, 


blasphemer, persecutor or injarious. 
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